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THE CHURCHES SPEAK 


Southern Baptist Convention — 
‘Commend Freedom to All...’ 


The Southern Baptist Convention, 
meeting in June, 1954, overwhelming- 
ly approved the report of its Christian 
Life Commission, which contained the 
following passage: 

In the light of the recent decision 
handed down by the Supreme Court 
of our nation declaring segregation of 
the races to be unconstitutional, and 
in view of the position of this Con- 
vention in adhering to the basic moral 
principles of our religion as they apply 
in race relations, we recommend: 

1. That we recognize the fact that 
this Supreme Court decision is in 
harmony with the constitutional guar- 
antee of equal freedom to all citizens, 
and with the Christian principles of 
equal justice and love for all men. 

2. That we commend the Supreme 
Court for deferring the application of 
the principle both as to time and pro- 
cedure until the nation shall have had 
time to work out methods by which 
transition from the present practice 
may be effected. 

3. That we urge our people and all 
Christians to conduct themselves in 
this period of adjustment in the spirit 


of Christ; that we pray that God may 
guide us in our thinking and our atti- 
tudes to the end that we may help and 
not hinder the progress of justice and 
brotherly love; that we may exercise 
patience and good will in the discus- 
sions that must take place, and give a 
good testimony to the meaning of 
Christian faith and discipleship. 

4. That we express our belief in the 
public school system of our nation as 
one of the greatest factors in Ameri- 
can history for the maintenance of 
democracy and our common culture, 
and we express the hope that in the 
working out of necessary adjustments, 
its place in our educational program 
shall not be impaired. 

5. That we urge Christian statesmen 
and leaders in our churches to use 
their leadership in positive thought 
and planning to the end that this crisis 
in our national history shall not be 
made the occasion for new and bitter 
prejudices, but a movement toward a 
united nation embodying and pro- 
claiming a democracy that will com- 
mend freedom to all peoples. 





METHODIST SOUTHERN CONFERENCES 
URGE COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 


Florida Conference: “We commend 
the recent decision of the United 
States Supreme Court guaranteeing to 
all American citizens equal educa- 
tional opportunities, making the law 
of the land more consistent with the 
Scriptures and with the declared 
principles of the Churches, including 
our own. * * * We call upon all citi- 
zens to adopt an attitude of uncom- 
promising good will in applying the 
principle that has been declared and 
we urge the Churches in every com- 
munity to seize this divinely-given 
opportunity to provide the construc- 
tive leadership that will be sorely 
needed.” 

North Georgia Conference: “We be- 
lieve our people should face the prac- 
tical phases of this decision with the 
courage, poise and maturity of law- 
abiding citizens.” 

Louisiana Conference: “We hold 
that Christian citizenship involves ad- 
herence to the Constitution even when 
the Supreme Court renders a decision 
contrary to our individual sentiment. 
We feel that this decision is consistent 


with and supports the view of the 
General Conference. * * * We call 
upon the governor, the members of 
the state legislature, the public school 
authorities, and our people to explore 
ways and means of implementing the 
historic and unanimous decision... . 

North Arkansas Conference: “The 
decision to desegregate was made by 
the United States Supreme Court but 
the principles involved were of Chris- 
tian origin. * * * The Christian church 
has helped to bring this issue to its 
present state and the church must 
calmly, persistently, hopefully lead 
the way to a fuller realization of the 
vision of those who founded this great 
country.” 

Southwest Texas Conference: Urged 
that “all of our people abide by both 
the letter and spirit of the recent de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court concern- 
ing segregation”; and called upon all 
institutions of the Conference to “set 
the pattern for just and ethical con- 
duct in the community” by ending 
segregation. 





From the METHODIST DISCIPLINE, 1952 


Ours is a world church. As such, its responsibility is to unite in 

' one fellowship men and women of all races and nations. As Christians, 
we confess ourselves to be children of God, brothers and sisters of 
Jesus Christ. This being true, there is no place in The Methodist 
Church for racial discrimination or racial segregation. . . . In our 
world, our nation, and our church, however, racial discrimination and 
segregation do exist. As sincere followers of our Lord, it is our busi- 
ness to help free our world and our nation from these evils. But it is 
more immediately our imperative duty to confess our failure to achieve 
God’s will in Methodism and then resolutely to set about achieving a 
Christian brotherhood in the church that will be free from racial dis- 


crimination and segregation ... 
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Southern Presbyterians 





‘The Church Should Lead...’ 


The 94th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., meeting 
in June, 1954, adopted the follow- 
ing recommendations of its Council 
of Christian Relations: 


Having in mind the recent decision 
of the Supreme Court of the United 
States concerning segregation, the 
Assembly commends the principle of 
the decision and urges all members of 
our churches to consider thoughtfully 
and prayerfully the complete solution 
of the problems involved. It also urges 
all our people to lend their assistance 
to those charged with the duty of im- 
plementing the decision, and to re- 
member that appeals to racial preju- 
dice will not help but hinder the ac- 
complishment of this aim. 


* * * 


1. That the General Assembly af- 
firm that enforced segregation of the 
races is discrimination which is out 
of harmony with Christian theology 
and ethics and that the Church, in its 
relationship to cultural patterns, 
should lead rather than follow. 


2. That the General Assembly, 
therefore, submit this report for care- 
ful study throughout the Church, and 
that it especially urge: 

(a) That the trustees of institutions 
of higher education belonging to the 
General Assembly adopt a policy of 
opening the doors of these institutions 
to all races. 


(b) That the Synods consider ear- 
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nestly the adoption of a similar recom- 
mendation to trustees of institutions 
under their control. 


(c) That the governing bodies of 
the various conferences held through- 
out the Church consider the adoption 
of a similar policy. 

(d) That the sessions of local 
churches admit persons to member- 
ship and fellowship in the local church 
on the Scriptural basis of faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ without reference 
to race. 


(e) That in this time of crisis and 
concern, we commend to all indi- 
viduals in our communion and espe- 
cially to all leaders of our churches 
the earnest cultivation and practice 
of the Christian graces of forbearance, 
patience, humility and persistent good 
will. 





DISCIPLES OF CHRIST — . 
“GOAL OF NEW CENTURY’ 


In 1949, the International Conven- 
tion of the Disciples of Christ passed 
the following resolution, which has 
served as policy from that date: 


Therefore be it resolved that the 
Centennial Convention solemnly calls 
upon the local congregations to make 
the inclusion of all races in their mem- 
bership the first goal of the new 


century. 








Catholic Bishops of South— 
‘Let Us Set the Pattern’ 


At the conclusion of the 1953 con- 
‘ vention of the Catholic Committee of 
the South, the Bishops of the South 
issued a statement regarding the 
moral, social, and economic problems 
of the region. Following the Supreme 
Court’s decision on school segrega- 
tion, the Catholic Committee of the 
South reprinted the following portion 
of that statement as a fitting sum- 
mary of the Church’s position: 

There is no denying that there are 
certain practices, and behavior pat- 
terns in the South, as in other parts of 
the country, which are alien to Chris- 
tian principles and ideals. The eradi- 
cation of these practices and patterns 
was, and is to be, the task that must 
be undertaken before it is too late. 


Your Commission on Race Relations 
has built itself a national reputation 
as a champion of interracial justice. 
We encourage you not to lose heart 
despite the difficulties. Because our 
Divine Lord taught the brotherhood 
of man under the Fatherhood of God, 
the Church should lead the way in 
these matters. It has fostered the for- 
mation of interracial groups through- 
out the South. It has deplored the 
practice of racial segregation and the 
injustices that flow from it.... 

We sincerely hope that the day will 
come when the ideal of Christian 
brotherhood will displace from our 
Southern scene all traces of the blight 
of racism. Let us Catholics, true to 
our convictions, set the pattern. 

On April 5, 1954, Archbishop Robert 
E. Lucey of San Antonio announced 
that parochial schools in the Arch- 
diocese would be open to all children 
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without regard to race. On May 21, 
Bishop Peter L. Ireton of Richmond 
announced that the Catholic high 
schools of that city would be opened 
to qualified Negro students beginning 
with the Fall 1954 term. 





Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. — 
‘Humility and Thanksgiving’ 


The 166th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., meet- 
ing on May 25, 1954, adopted the fol- 
lowing statement: 


We receive with humility and 
thanksgiving the recent decision of 
the Supreme Court, ruling that segre- 
gation in the public schools is un- 
constitutional — with humility be- 
cause action by our highest court was 
necessary to make effective that for 
which our Church has stood in prin- 
ciple; with thanksgiving because the 
decision has been rendered with wis- 
dom and unanimity. * * * 


We urge all Christians to assist in 
preparing their communities psycho- 
logically and spiritually for carrying 
out the full implications of the Su- 
preme Court’s decision. 


We call upon the members of our 
churches to cooperate with civic or- 
ganizations, neighborhood clubs, and 
community councils as_ effective 
means for the accomplishment of ra- 
cial integration in the public school 
system, and to remember that inte- 
gration must be indivisible in charac- 
ter, insisting that teachers as well as 
pupils be accorded full opportunity 
within the school system on the basis 
of interest, ability, and merit, with- 
out reference to race. 
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§.E. Episcopal Province — 
‘Examine Responsibilities’ 


The Conference of Christian Life 
and Work of the Department of Chris- 
tian Social Relations in the [South- 
eastern] Province of Sewanee, 
(Fourth Province), of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States 
of America, in meeting assembled 
May 18, 1954, agree as a group that 
the decision of the Supreme Court out- 
lawing segregation in public schools 
is just and right. 

Be it therefore resolved that we go 
on record urging our public authori- 
ties to give proper support and direc- 
tions toward putting this ruling into 
effect as best manifests our Christian 
heritage. 

Be it further resolved that we urge 
all Church people sincerely and cour- 
ageously in the light of the teachings 
of our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, 
to examine their own responsibilities 
in seeing that this ruling is accepted 
in each community with calm and 
quiet consideration and support. 





Congregational Council — 
‘Timely Implementation’ 


The General Council of the Congre- 
gational Christian Churches, meeting 
on June 20, 1954, unanimously adopted 
the following resolution: 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT we rec- 
ommmend that local churches, where 
segregation has prevailed, move to- 
ward ways in which they and all 
churches can open their membership 
to all persons on a simple basis of 
faith and character, and that we call 
upon Congregational Christian col- 
leges, agencies, associations, confer- 
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ences and institutions to practice non- 
segregation and non-discrimination in 
enrollment, employment, church ex- 
tension and church conservation, and 
organization. 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT we call 
upon all Americans to undertake 
timely and tolerant implementation 
of the Supreme Court Decision, and 
that our Department of Race Rela- 
tions and the Council for Social Ac- 
tion carry forward such activities as 
will develop public support for the 
Supreme Court decision. 





United Lutheran Churches — 
‘Speedy Social Changes’ 


Christians have special responsi- 
bilities as citizens to make society’s 
laws and practices conform to God’s 
order. Many human rights in which 
Christians believe, especially rights as 
to personal safety, citizenship, edu- 
cation, employment and housing, are 
not being extended to all men. Chris- 
tian brotherhood is impeded by prac- 
tices enforcing segregation. God calls 
for, and human justice requires, 
speedy changes at every level and in 
every area of our society. 

Since the Church is the Body of 
Christ, it must free itself from those 
cultural patterns of prejudice and dis- 
crimination which persist in our so- 
ciety and must manifest in its own life 
the principles and attitudes of Jesus. 
The Church must seek to be true to 
its own nature as a community of 
children of God inclusive of every 
race, nation, and class who confess 
Christ as Lord. 

— From “A Statement on Human 
Relations,” adopted by the 
Board of United Lutheran 
Churches in America (1947) 











Southern Church Women — 
‘Promote Christian Society’ 


Chairmen of Christian social rela- 
tions and presidents of state councils 
of church women from Alabama, Flor- 
ida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West 
Virginia met June 21-22 at Atlanta, 
Georgia. They adopted the following 
resolution: 

Because of our high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus, we reaffirm our be- 
lief in human brotherhood and the in- 
clusiveness of Christian fellowship. 
Therefore, we feel we are impelled 
to promote a Christian society in 
which segregation is no longer a bur- 
den upon the human spirit. 

We accept with humility the Su- 
preme Court decision as supporting 
the broad Christian principle of the 
dignity and worth of human person- 
ality and affording the opportunity of 
translating into reality Christian and 
democratic ideals. We believe that the 
best solutions to our many problems 
can be reached when people of all 
races work together toward a com- 
mon end, and we urge women to make 
every effort to bring together indi- 
viduals in free discussion. 


METHODIST WOMEN 

The Fourth Assembly, Woman’s 
Society of Christian Service of The 
Methodist Church in session in Mil- 
waukee, Wis., May 25-28, declared: 

We affirm anew our determination 
to work with greater urgency to elimi- 
nate segregation from every part of 
our community and national life and 
from the organization and practice of 
our own church and its agencies and 
programs. We rejoice that the highest 
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tribunal of justice in this land, the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 
proclaimed on May 17, 1954, that seg- 
regation in public education anywhere 
in this nation is an infringement of 
the Constitution and a violation of the 
Fourteenth Amendment. 





Jewish Organizations — 
‘Accept One Another’ 


Various Jewish religious bodies and 
fraternal organizations have issued 
statements calling for cooperative ac- 
tion in compliance with Supreme 
Court decision. Representative of 
these statements is the following, 
adopted unanimously by Southern 
B’nai B'rith, the oldest and largest 
Jewish organization: 

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court has 
ordered that we initiate full accept- 
ance of our fellow man in one of the 
basic institutions of American democ- 
racy — the public schools, 

and WHEREAS, though such an ad- 
justment will be difficult for some of 
us, we understand that, as Ben B’riths, 
we can do no less than the law de- 
mands because our faith has taught 
us that we are all children of God 
and that we shall accept one another 
as brothers. ... 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 
that the delegates assembled at the 
1954 annual convention of District 
Grand Lodge No. 5 of B’nai B’rith be- 
lieve that the Court, the public schools 
and the people of this country are 
united in a common goal of equality 
of opportunity for all people. We have 
faith that working together in a co- 
operative and democratic spirit, we 
can attain this goal by orderly and 
legal adjustment consistent with both 
religious and democratic ideals. 
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Not Walls, but Bridges 


By J. M. 


2 segregation is unjust be- 
cause it is based upon a false 
view of human nature. It is not what 
men want; it is the sort of thing men 
do when they can’t get what they 
want. And here I would take my stand, 
with all of you, in the Judeo-Christian 
tradition, and speak a word from the 
deepest level of my consciousness. The 
greatest representative of that tra- 
dition said, “The first commandment 
is ‘Thou shalt love. .. .’” He did not 
say, It is a nice thing, a proper thing, 
to love. He said, Thou shalt, and he 
implied a penality for disobedience. 

Listen now to the contemporary 
anthropologist, Ashley Montagu: “The 
organism is born with an innate need 
for love, with a need to respond to 
love, to be good, co-operative. .. . 
To love thy neighbor as thyself is not 
simply good text material for Sunday 
morning sermons but perfectly sound 
biology.” 

I am amazed, therefore, as I observe 
the walls of segregation crumbling 
across the South, to see so many Chris- 
tians facing these changes in alarm. 
They should be battering down the 
walls themselves, instead of cowering 
in the corner, while other forces, 
sometimes not even nominally reli- 
gious, prize the walls loose from their 
dark foundations. 





Mr. J. M. Dabbs, of Mayesville, 8S. C., is 
farmer, writer, and past chairman of the 
8. C. Division of SRC. This article is 
adapted from an address to the New Or- 
leans Committee on Race Relations. 
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Dabbs 


For what is a Christian but a man 
who has realized the human destiny? 
And what is the human destiny but 
the tearing down of walls? Walls are 
for protection, and indicate weakness. 
. .. As animals — and physically we 
are animals — we must build against 
inclement weather; but as men, espe- 
cially in our nobler moments, we 
strive to pass through, indeed to dis- 
integrate, the walls which separate us 
from our fellows and from the world, 
and to walk freely with our brothers 
down the endless corridors of God’s 
House. 

The walls of segregation, of dis- 
crimination, of prejudice are built for 
protection. They are devices which 
hide the truth from men who fear to 
face it. Recent studies have shown 
that bitter prejudice especially is a 
form of aggression resulting from 
frustration. Finding himself unable 
to succeed in the world, finding him- 
self frustrated, such a person places 
the blame upon some accessible group, 
such as a relatively defenseless minor- 
ity group, and builds between himself 
and this group the wall of prejudice. 
. . . But, as Montagu would say, his 
hatred is his thwarted love. 

For, essentially, men are trying to 
pass through walls, not to build them. 
What do we want in life? As the child 
develops and becomes conscious of 
himself, he becomes conscious at the 
same time of other people and of the 
world, and then, like an echo follow- 
ing a cry, he realizes the great gulf 
that lies all around him. Yet he does 
not, he cannot, accept this gulf, nor 
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sit with folded hands upon the brow 
of the precipice. Being the social crea- 
ture he is, he leans and calls across it, 
from the beginning of his life to the 
end. 

Man is indeed a builder of. bridges. 
If, instead of building them, he seeks 
to destroy them, and builds walls in 
their stead, it is because his thwarted 
love has turned to hatred. What he 
really wants to do is build bridges, dis- 
integrate walls, integrate himself with 
life, not segregate himself or anybody 
else. 

“Something there is,” says Robert 
Frost, “something there is that doesn’t 
love a wall... .” Indeed, there is 


something that doesn’t love a wall, 
whatever walls men may build for 
their protection: it is the spirit of life 
itself. And those who are fighting for 
segregation will find themselves, I 
fear, fighting against the very spirit of 
life, against God. This is unfortunate. 


It takes no knowledge of theology 
to realize these things; I am no theo- 
logian. It takes only a clear exami- 
nation of our own hearts. We want 
to be friendly, we want to know peo- 
ple; we are happy as we succeed, and 
unhappy as we fail. For how else — 
tell me if you can — how else shall we 
gain comfort in this strange world? 
How else shall we come to the peace 
and assurance we long for? If anyone 
says, “Through God,” I shall only ask, 
“How shall we love God whom we 
have not seen if we love not our 
brother whom we have seen?” 

Of course, there are many objec- 
tions to what I have said. The human 
being, frail and frightened, can think 
of many reasons why he should not 
be friendly, why he shou'd maintain 
the walls, especially why he should 
maintain the wall of segregation. We 
must protect our civilization, he says, 
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forgetting in the first place that the 
Negro is already a part of our civili- 
zation, forgetting, more importantly, 
that at the very heart of our civili- 
zation is a respect for the person 
which segregation denies... . 

The most subversive element in 
our society, the strongest corrosive 
of the American Dream, is this lack 
of respect for persons of which seg- 
regation is the prime example. 

So, trying futilely to maintain the 
wall of segregation, men fight against 
the American Dream, against Western 
civilization, against the spirit of life. 
I am amazed that Christians do this, 
for they are the people who claim to 
know what the spirit of life is doing. 
For myself, I have been too lonely, 
too isolated by the gulfs of life, ever 
to refuse the proffered hand of any 
man. 
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